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From Directoros Desk

It is my greatpleasure to speak to you about the our journey of achieving the rights of equality of
Dalits, Adivasis, Women and Children with human dignity by
undertaking various efforts including Human Rights Monitoring,
Campaign, Advocacy and Lobbying, engagementsh vthie
Statutory Commissions, Women Empowerment, Promoting
Women and Men federations for ensuring sustainable livelihood,
small and medium size trade engagements, Entrepreneurship,
capacity building training for elected representatives of local self
govermment, Advocates, Human Rights Defenders.

We are able to accomplish the positive outcomes with the great
support of the staff team and solidarity groups who have

collaborated with us and forming joint action initiatives in overall accomplishments of Kse tas

have designed.

The survivors of caste atrocities have empowered with legislations and contributed towards
judicial activism and accountability to better access to justice. A consistent engagement with the
statutory commissions which brought significaitange in the enforcement system and the
innocents are free from torture and cruel forms of punishments. The Disaster affected Dalit and
Adivasi communities were provided relief assistance and empowered them to access entitlements
of relief and rehabilitadn from the state with inclusive approach to ensure equality with human
dignity.

| take this an opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all the donors, stakeholders,
community membersll the solidarity groups, networks, campaigns, collaborativiatives and

other likeminded group#or their extensive support and guidance to achieve significant results
and it contributed for overall changes and development in the lives of most poor and
marginalized communities in the past. Once again | thankwwy much for your continuous
support to take this forward to sustain the impacts and bring multiple changes in the lives of most
poor and marginalized communitiesour past one year journey towards achieving the right to
equality, justice of Dalits, divasis, Women ,Children and other marginalized groups.

Best wishes,

Af=ory

Adv. Pandiyan
Director 7 SASY
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This report provides an overview of our work in the areas of Human Right
Monitoring, Interventions, Livelihoods Initiatives and Disaster Response & Si
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Plan Frameworks, &pacity Building Workshops & Campaigns, Partnerships ¢

other key initiatives. The latter part of the annual report focuses on each of

thematic areas of our work, alomgth success stories on accessing justice fr
\\ the field /
Sondation \
kinder © g ——, S
F -— T —
m hilfe M!S"REBLE% rance indigo foundation




Summary:

Though I ndia has abolished the practice of 0Ou
to its systemic character of Caste System in the form of Culture, beliefs and Social norms. It has
been 30 years since the Indian Parliatnenacted the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act

1989, followed by the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Rules in 1995, which was further
amended in 2015 and 2018 to put an end to targeted caste and ethaseitlyCrimes against

Dalits and Adivasis byan-Dalits and norAdivasis. The experiences show tlcaste atrocities

is unleashed on Dalits by dominant caste communities either to reinforceesooimmic and

power inequalities or to suppress their assertion and claims to entitlements and opoftunitie

sociaeconomic development, such as land, living wages, education and employment.

In the State of Tamil Nadu, the total number of cases filed under the SC/ST PoA Act since 2014
(SC) 1519, 20151752 and 2016 1304 and (ST) are 20148, 201525 and 201619 and

among them 4062 cases are still under pending trial. Totally 76 cases weigezband 906

cases were acquitted. The conviction rate is very low and it is still remaining at 7.7% and
pendency is 80.6%. Totally 144 perpetrators were punished among male 140 and female 4 but
totally 2405 perpetrators were set free among male 22d ¥eanale 134. In these situations the
Supreme Court Verdict on arrest of the accused under the SC/ST PoA Act was really diluted the
main objective of the special Act. Also the crimes against the SCs/STs are rampant and are
increasing every day in varioderms including brutal murders, gang rapes, sexual violence
against adolescent girls, Dalit women, untouchability practices in Educational Institutions and

Caste Cruelty Murders.

Despite the protective measures, there is an increase in atrocities @uragiinst Dalits and
Adivasis by 5.5% and 4.5% respectively in the year 2016 over the previous year. The country
reported 40,801 cases of atrocities against the Dalits in 2016 compared to 38,670 cases in 2015.
Similarly, for Adivasis, the cases of atroeg increased from 6,276 in 2015 to 6,568 in 2016.

The incidence of violence against SC women also remains persistent in different forms. The two
top reported crimes with a maximum number of cases committed against Dalit women are
O0Assaul ts olminted toeutragavhet ntodesty with 3172 cases (7.7%), followed by
rape with 2541 cases (6.2%) in 2016.
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One Year Joumey of SASY!

Access to JUSticeCSASY is committed tstrengtheraccesgo justicesystem for

increasingly access to the Daldmmunities with the right to equality and dignity

SASY isengagingn protection and promotion of the rightsélit and Adivasi communities by
responding to the incidents of caste atrocities praviding legal support to the survivors to
access Justice. SASY had undertaken about 82 fact finding missions in heinous crimes by
effectively addressing in the districts of Villupuram, Cuddalore, Tiruppur, Erode, Coimbatore,
Ariyalur, Perambalur, Kanchparam, Tiruvannamalai, Sivagangai, Tirunelveli, Theni,
Tiruvannamalai and Tanjore in the state of Tamil Nadu during April 2018 to March 2019 are as

follows
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High Lights 7 Access to Justice

1. 82 Fact finding missions were undertaken and among them 72 FIRdodgesl under
the new Amendment & 2015 through the critical Intervention and various strate
adopted by SASY;

2. Uploaded 27 cases in ATM website agdnerated 222 SMS a0 Emails to the
concerned authorities amgcused persons were arrested.

3. About 62 survivors of caste atrociti
Legal Resource Centre and advocate forum;

4. INR 50,75,885 was received asdriin compensation in 4 districts under the SC/ST F
Amendment Act 2015 to 48 survivors of caste atrocities;

5. 9 petitions were filed at the Madras High Court seeking directions for reinvestigatio
cancelling the bail petitions of the accused personthéncases to better access
criminal justice system.

6. 20 change makers from Schools and Colleges along with about 112 CSOs anc
from 4 districts were capacitated on Gender Equality Campaign. This activity g
clear perspective on monitoring Sustble Development Godal 5 and to reduce
incidences of gender based violence and discrimination in Educational Institutions.

7. In each district about 52 Dalit advocates were capacitated on the effi
implementation of SC/ST PoA Amendment Act 2018, IPCRPC and created a spa
for the innocent Dalits and Adivasi communities to better access to criminal ji

system.

8. SASY had provided counselling to more than 9 child Survivors (Rape survivors),

families and dependents to cope with their agongsstand to move forward with tr

legal proceedings of the case
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Engagement with HumanRights Redressal Institutions:

18 survivorsof caste atrocities and police atrocities in Tamil Nadu were facilitated to submit
their petitions to the National Commission of Scheduled Cés@sennai and file a follow up
complaint in person regarding the illegal arrest. SASY critically followednanwitored all the
concerned officials, commissions, media and submitted representations to Chief Minister, Chief
Secretary, Home Secretary, Director General of Police, National Commission for Scheduled
Castes, State Human Rights Commission, Superintenéi®ulice and Collectors in all the Fact
Finding cases.

g"arﬂ@waﬁ
AN |

STATE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
TAMILNADU.
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Strengthening Special Courts & Gaining Special Public Prosecutors:

SASY has found one of a significant strategy of empowering survivors of caste atrocities through
conducting legal clinics in 4 digcts namely Villupuram, Cuddalore, Erode and Tirupur districts
in the state of Tamil Nadu.

SASY has identified major cases such as rape, murder, brutal attack, caste atrocity against
children and etc which are pending under trail in the special caimspotential and sensitive
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Dalit/non Dalit Advocates have invited for this legal clinic where the survivors of caste atrocities
and the advocates met together and discussed about the cases thoroughly. The legal advises and
possibilities of justice have been explained to the Survivors.

Forms of Atrocities

m Mass Attack

m Mass Attack & Social Boycott

Caste Discrimination & Denial
to temple festival

® Derogatory Forms of Verbal
Abuse & Brutal Attack

SASY has built a model @ngagingSpecial Public Prosecutors in the Special Courts under Rule

4 (5) of SC/ST PoA Amendment Act 2018 by empowering the Survivors of Caste atrocities. It
has gained significant results and built a great model for strengthening the spewaitd to
increase more convictions under SC/ST PoA Amendment Act 2018 and gain Justice for the
Survivors of Caste Atrocitiedotally 27 SPPPs in 67 cases have beegagd and this is the
highest number of SPgainedunder Rule 4 (5) in India and found an effective strategy to ensure

justice to thesurvivors
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® Villupuram & Cuddalore  ® Erode & Coimbatore = Perambalur

® Trichy & Tiruvannamalai ™ Karur & Kancheepuram = Pondicherry

Atrocity Tracking & Monitoring System: (ATM)

Atrocity Tracking Monitoring system (ATM) is an interactive website created at the national
level by the National Dalit Movement for Justice (NDMJ) which is very much effeative
sending alert messages to the gyovnentofficials and statutory commissionsging to take

appropriate measures under the SC/ST PoA Act.

SASY has been effectively using the ATM web portal and uploading the atrocity cases to fill the
gaps in the implementation of the SC/ST PoA Act and demand appropriate action in a stipulated

time.

No. of Cases Uploaded . 27
No. of SMS Alerts Generad . 222
No. of Email Alerts Generated : 220

No. of Accused arrested : 23
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Strengthening Human Rights Defenders &
Advocates Forum:

The atrocity against Dalits and Adivasi communities are of common phenoraedanhas been
increasing every day. The experiences of addressing the caste based discriminations by the Dalit
Human Rights Defenders are becoming great challenge in the recent years with the rigorous
emergence of the casteist movements against thedddlifdivasi communities. In this context,

the protection for the Dalit Human Rights Defenders is very much important and SASY had
formed HRD& Advocates Forunin 4 districts of Tamil Nadaimedto protect the Dalit Human

Rights Defenders and ensure thpsart system of Human Rights Defender and the survivors of

caste atrocities.
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State Level Training of Dalit and Adivasi Human Rights Defenders:

The State Level Training of Dalit and Adivasi Human Rights Defenders was organised in the
month of August 201872 personswere capacitatecbn Dalit Human Rights Monitoring
mechanisms to undertake fact finding missions and paralegal intervention to anotgrbmote

the rights of Dalits. ie capacitated human rights defend@esaccompanying with the HRDs in
undertake human rights monitoring in their locality and nearby areas. This training pitogam

focusedon intensive training on human rights monitg mechanisms and adjudication.

P

ainin

Capacity Building Training for the Advocates:

SASY hadcapacitatedd8 advocates 4 districts of Tamil Nadand enhanaktheir capacities
on prosecution and condirg tria in the special courtdt hadyielded significant number of
good judgements in fawo of survivors of caste atrocities. The trained advocatedelpinghe
survivors of the caste atrocities in legal intervention, speedy trial, receiving compensation and

therebyaccesmg the Criminal Justie System.
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Legal Clinics:

4 district level legal clinics were conducted for analyzing the collated case evidences of 25
heinous Dalit and Adivasi related atrocity cases for legal intervention and survivors
experiences iraccessing justice. SASY had identifiedtical cases of atrocities arithve
provided survivorsand witnesses an opportunity to directly and fearlessly communicate the
status of their cases to an expert panel of advocHbteslegal clinic provide a space for the
survivors and witness an opportunity to gain the Special Public Prosecutors for their
respective cases with their choice stated under the Rule 4 (5) of the SC/ST PoA Amendment

Act 2018.
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